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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday refused to
entertain a public interest li-
tigation (PIL) seeking enact-
ment of  a comprehensive
central law and formulation
of  uniform guidelines to curb
bullying and ragging in
schools and pre-university
educational institutions
across the country.

A bench of  Chief  Justice
of  India (CJI) Surya Kant and
Justices Joymala Bagchi and
V. Mohana said that the apex
court had already passed a
judgment dealing with the is-
sues raised in the PIL and
that a fresh petition could not

be entertained merely for im-
plementation of  the direc-
tions issued earlier. However,
the CJI-led Bench allowed
counsel for petitioner Yadavi
Aditya Rasiwasiya to submit
a representation before the
authorities concerned for
necessary action. The PIL, fil-
ed through advocate Sujata
Kurdukar, sought a writ of
mandamus directing the
Union government and the
states and Union Territories
(UTs) to enact suitable and
comprehensive legislation to
combat child bullying and
ragging in schools.

The petition also sought

binding guidelines on the
lines of  the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
Regulations on Curbing the
Menace of  Ragging in Higher
Educational Institutions,
2009.

The petitioner had argued
that there was no comprehen-
sive statutory framework
specifically governing bully-
ing in primary and second-
ary schools and that existing
measures were largely advi-
sory or directory in nature.

The PIL sought constitu-
tion of  anti-bullying commit-
tees and grievance redressal
mechanisms in schools. PTI

SC declines PIL seeking law to
curb bullying, ragging in schools
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New Delhi: With Supreme
Court toughening its stand
against poor patients being
forced to pay exorbitant pri-
ces for medicines — someti-
mes more than 10 times the
price charged from retailers
— the Centre on Tuesday ad-
mitted for the first time that
there was indeed a problem
faced by citizens and assu-
red the court that it would
make efforts to address it.

A bench of  Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep Meh-
ta said that there was no ra-
tionality behind controlling
the price of  a few scheduled
medicines and allowing the
rest to be sold at inflated pri-
ces as all medicines are es-
sential. It suggested that the-
re be a uniform rule limiting
the Maximum Retail Price
(MRP) to not more than 16%
above the price to the retai-
ler (PTR).

At the outset of  the hea-
ring, solicitor general (SG)
Tushar Mehta told the bench
that he had discussed the is-
sue with the official concer-
ned in an internal meeting.
The issue raised by the peti-
tioner was valid and the govt
was not taking an adversari-
al stand on it, he said, see-
king time to hold further
consultations to find a solu-
tion. 

“We will have to find a
way out. Some way that ba-
lances equities... let me sit
with the officers and then re-
spond,” Mehta said.

The court said that taxpa-
yers’ money is also wasted
because of  exorbitant 
medicine prices as corpora-
te hospitals obtain full reim-
bursement for artificially
inflated MRPs when 
patients undergo treatment
under govt-sponsored welfa-
re schemes, with the money
being paid from the exche-
quer.

“It affects a large section
of  society. Pharma compani-
es are not bothered about it.
Why do they fix MRP at high
prices? This is carnage...
Corporate hospitals are not
going to spare anyone, 
and they will charge the pri-
ce at MRP from patients.
Why should common man
suffer like this?” the court
asked.

After a brief  hearing, it
adjourned the case for Oct 12.
Expressing shock over pati-
ents and their families being
fleeced by pharma compani-
es and retail medicine sellers
at the last hearing, the court
had said the exorbitant pri-
ces being charged were not-
hing but “dacoity” in broad
daylight and questioned the
govt’s silence on the pressing
issue faced by citizens.

Court: Why Do
Firms Fix MRP
At High Rates?

‘Will find way out’, govt to
SC on high med pricing issue

The SC said taxpayers’ money is
wasted when hospitals get full
reimbursement for the bills under
govt welfare schemes

New Delhi: Worship of  god-
desses was a long standing
tradition in India and many
kings and princes since the
seventh century continued to
invoke goddesses such as Ka-
li, Durga, Bhavani and other
forms of  Shakti as protectors
in times of  conflict, the new
class 9 social science text-
book prepared by NCERT
says.

The book titled "Under-

standing Society India and
Beyond-Part 2" was released
on Tuesday, six months after
the new academic session be-
gan. The first part of  the text-
book was released in June.

The chapter titled "Resist-
ance and Resilience", which
has documented successive
invasions of  Indian subcon-
tinent since the 7th century,
has also described religious
traditions in warfare. AGENCIES

NCERT textbook links
Shakti worship to warfare

New Delhi: India is trying to
work out a “Pakistan bypass”
for domestic airlines with Chi-
na as the most recent closure
of  the country’s airspace since
April last year has made routes
between Delhi and the west un-
viable due to longer detours
amid soaring oil prices. India
is in talks with China to make
the Hotan route in Xinjiang
available for its airlines to in-
sulate them in the future from
Pakistan’s repeated airspace
closure.

This plan for flights be-
tween north India, primarily
Delhi, the country’s biggest
hub, and the west taking the
Hotan route has been in the
works for many months now
with both Air India and Indi-
Go having done feasibility
studies. AI’s Boeing 777s,
B787s and Airbus A350s can
take the route. As of  now, Indi-
Go, however, does not have
aircraft that can take the Ho-
tan route and the airline will
be able to do so after it starts
getting A350s within two
years.

“We are exploring alter-
nate airspaces and Hotan is
under discussion. Diplomat-
ic-level discussions are un-
derway. We are strongly push-
ing for Hotan. Apart from
this, we are asking Indian air-
lines to launch more interna-
tional flights from other parts
of  India (where western
routes are not impacted by Pa-
kistan airspace closure) like
the south,” Union aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu
said on the sidelines of
Routes Asia 2027 event Tues-
day.

India is keen on a Pakistan
bypass as international travel
to and from the country is
growing at a constant pace 
of  about 5% over the past 
decade. 

India seeks
China air route
to bypass Pak

airspace closed
since over a year
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PARAPLEGIC REHABILITATION CENTRE (PRC) 
             PHASE - 6, MOHALI - 160055

VACANCY OF DIRECTOR
HQ Western Command invites applica�ons for the post of Dir 
PRC Mohali from Retd Def Offrs-Lt Col/ Col/ Brig or equivalent 
on contractual basis. Age less than 60 yrs. Salary 90,000/-. Fully 
furnished in campus house. Stay inside mandatory. Applica�on 
by post with full biodata, photo & medical status addressed to 
“Chairman PRC Mohali, HQ Western Comd (Ord), PIN-908543, 
c/o 56 APO” and on Email- ailprcmohali@gmail.com, to reach 
latest by 21 Oct 2026. Interview at HQ WC in Oct last week. For 
inquiry contact OIC at 9596780333 or email above.     


